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I also spoke to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, whom 1
met later in the day. His Excellency said that if Austria
could prove plot had been hatched in Serbia there was no
objection to her asking Serbian Government to institute
judicial inquiry, and this, he believed, Serbia was ready to
do. He thought, however, it would be advisable for three
Governments [Russia, France and England] to counsel
moderation at Vienna. This should be done in friendliest
manner, and should not take the form of any collective
action. He begged me to telegraph to you in this sense, and
said he would speak to the President of the Republic to-day
on the subject.34
These telegrams from Sir George Buchanan show that
both Poincare and Sazonov wanted to have Russia, France
and England put pressure on Austria, which would force
her to abandon her plans at the behest of the Triple
Entente. And in fact, before President Poincare's depar-
ture from Russia, Sazonov told Buchanan that the Russian
Ambassador in Vienna was being instructed to concert with
his French and British colleagues "with a view to giving
friendly counsels of moderation," and hoped that Grey
would give similar instructions. But the British Foreign
Office Secretaries disapproved the suggestion and Grey
decided not to act on it until next day.35 Next morning
• he was informed of the text of the ultimatum which had
already been presented at Belgrade the night before. Since
England had delayed to fall in with the Poincare-Sazonov
plan and the ultimatum had already been presented, the
French and Russian Ambassadors at Vienna made no use
of their instructions to have the Triple Entente give Aus-
tria the intended warning.36
Thus Sir Edward Grey's first peace proposal for "direct
34 Buchanan to Grey, July 22; B.D., 76.
*$ Buchanan to Grey, July 23, and Minutes;1 B.D., 84; for the details
of this abortive move, see above, ch. vi, at notes 24-27.
*«Bunsen to Grey, July 24; B.D,, 97,

